
February 14, 2023 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on February 

14 , 2023  in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7: 00 PM with Mayor LC Jones presiding.  

Other Co uncil Members present included  Kathy Lawson , Chad Martin , Aaron Rawls  and Tammy 

Pearson .  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, 

Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Assistant Finance Director Crystal Ferguson, Fire Chief Dan 

Howell  and Police  Chief Rob Fincher . 

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 6:30 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 Chapter 37 , Freedom 

of Information Act and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson and seconded by Council 

Member Martin with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  Vice Mayor Rawls , aye;  Council Member 

Pearson, aye; Council Member Martin, aye; Mayor Jones, aye; and Council Member Lawson , 

aye.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters : (A) Consultant with 

legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or 

probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such 

counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7 .  At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning 

member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting 

requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters 

identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered 

during the meeting.  A motion was made by Vice Mayor Rawls ; seconded by Council Member 

Lawson with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session : Vice Mayor 

Rawls , aye; Council Member Martin, aye; Council Member Pearson, aye; Council Member 

Lawson , aye; and Mayor Jones , aye .  Mayor Jones noted that no action was taken.  

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order .  Council Member Pearson lead the pledge to the 

American flag and offered invocation. Jones  welcomed everyone to the meeting, stating  printed 

agendas could be found in the back of the room and on the City website for those watching from 

home.   

Approve minutes from the January 9, 2023 Work Session, January 10, 2023 Council 

Meeting and January 24, 2023 Council Meeting  ð Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve the minutes as presented; Vice Mayor Rawls second ed the motion . Council Member 

Pearson questioned if the Boys & Girls Club was listed on the CEDS list.  City Manager 

Towarnicki confirmed that it was. All Council Members voted in  favor . 

Consider approval of an incentive package regarding an Uptown project located at 32 

Franklin Street by Renewal Partners, LLC.  ð City Man ager Towarnicki introduced Herb Atwell 

and summarized the project planned for Uptown.  Atwell presented a PowerP oint detailing 

plans for Renewal Brewing as well as the mission statement, steps taken and additional steps 

planned prior to the opening. Council Member Martin asked about additional funding to assist 

the business  start -up and stated that many localities t ry to model Asheville who has over 40 

breweries. Martin suggested that Atwell communicate with Virginia Tech on potential training 
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of certified brewers locally. Vice Mayor Rawls asked Towarnicki to explain the package for 

citizens.  They are working on cri teria to apply this offer equitably across the board to new 

businesses in the area.  Towarnicki summarized the incentive package, stating that this one is 

specific to Renewal Partners and would extend through 2028. The language in this incentive 

package parallels what is listed in the Enterprise Zone. Council Member Pearson made a 

motion to approve the incentive package.  Council Member Lawson seconded the motion.  

Martin asked for clarification on the City refund agreement on water and utilities 

reimbursements listed in the incentive package  and emphasized that this same offer be 

available to other businesses. Mayor Jones explained that the incentive package was directly 

related to the amount of investm ent being made by this business. Council Member Pearson 

explained that Lisa Watkins of the Chamber pointed out that many cities our size have been 

offering this type of incentive package to draw new businesses. Rawls requested that the 

package be printed t o help attract additional businesses. Towarnicki said the ability to offer to 

other businesses would be a great problem to have. The incentive package will be directly 

related to the amount of investment. All Council Members voted in favor.  
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Hear  an update from Joanie Petty, Executive Director of Boys & Girls Clubs of the Blue 

Ridge ð Joanie Petty was not in attendance.   Eric  Phillips, volunteer for the Boys & Girls Club 

briefly commented about their recent trip to Richmond  for Lobby Day for the Boys & Girls 

Club . There are some extra funds from the state that they could qualify for  but t his will be 

something that will be listed on next yearõs legislative agenda.  
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Consider adoption of a resolution changing the membership pol icy for the Arts & Cultural 

Committee  ð City Manager Towarnicki explained that a request was made to adjust the 

requirements for the Arts & Cultural Committee and the difficulty in filling those seats  

previously .  There are currently 5 applicants for this board who would not qualify unless 

positions are changed to citizen positions. Council Member Lawson made the motion to adopt 

the resolution; Council Member Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members  voting  

in favor.  Lawson read the resolution.  

 

Consider adoption of a resolution approving of the Cityõs participation in the proposed 

settlement of opioid -related claims  ð City Manager Towarnicki said information on the 

settlement and the required resolution was received from  Kauffman & Canoles, P.C. who 

recommend that all Virginia localities adopt this resolution to ensure they can participate in 

the law -suit. The City has already received around $120,000 .  A total settlement around 

$425million is expected statewide with Martinsville projected to  receive around $2million , but 

there will be a lot of reporting and òstrings attachedó on how the money can be used. 

Towarnicki read additional information related to the opioid -related settlement.  Council 

Member Lawson made a motion to adopt the resolutio n; Council Member Martin seconded the 

motion.  Martin asked Council to consider giving some of the money to the drug -court as a 

meaningful and equitable way to help people who are going through addiction and recovery .  

Towarnicki said the settlements will occur over a period of years but nothing definite  on a time 

frame .  All Council Members voted  in favor.   Council Member Pearson read the resolution.  
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Consider setting a schedule for neighborhood meetings for calendar 2023  ð City Manager 

Towarnicki provided a brief history of neighborhood meetings in past years.  Mayor Jones 

proposed starting with the S outhside  area on Monday February 27 with a neighborhood tour 

beginning at 5:30 pm  then the neighborhood  meeting beginning at 7:00 pm , West End  on 

March 27 , Northside April 24 and Druid Hills May 22 .  Jones said they would break for a few 

months then resume meeting in the Fall starting again with Southside on September 25, West 

End  October 23 , Northside November 13  and Druid Hills  Dec 11 . Tours would be done as a 

group the first part of the year and Council will do tours on their own the second part of the 

year because of the time change and getting dark earlier. Council Member Martin said when 

Council goes on the tour  together , there is additional staff like Police, Zoning, etc. who can 

provide answers and discussion while on the tour. When d oing those tours individually, 

Council would miss out on answers  from those departments . Vice Mayor Rawls encourages 

residents to not wait  for a community meeting to reach out to a Council Member  with 

concerns .  

Consider approval of the quarterly finance report  ð Finance Director Mandy McGhee 

presented the finance report. Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion  to approve the finance report.  

Council  Member Lawson second ed the motion  with all Council Members voting in favor.  
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Business  from  the  Floor  ð Leroy  Hairston, Jr. of 109 Terry Street says he is pleased with how 

tonight õs meeting is going. Few people are willing to come forth during a Council meeting.  He is 

glad that the City is getting a new business .  He tries to attend as many neighborhood meetings 


